
                             

                                   

 
 

Gifted Education Advisory Committee  
March 23, 2021, 7:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.   

https://zoom.us/j/99630938248?pwd=ZjBpQTJDMTZWNU5vRmR3TGR3M1RuQT09   

Attendees  

Role  Name  

Facilitators  Leigh Epperson, Chairperson and Brenda Bailey, Supervisor  

Attendees (Committee Members) Leigh Epperson 
Brenda Bailey  
Kerry Adkins  
Dan Bredbenner  
Stephanie Aspinwall  
Andrew Buchheit  
Alene Devereaux  

Pamela Hanshaw  
Yolanda Montgomery  
Jackie Overton  
Becky Payne  
Bridget Pine 
Sherrie Wampler  
 

Attendees (Students) Katie Baker 

Darby Burge 

Danial Butt 
Molly Campbell 
Shannon Gagarin 
Edwin Gonzalez 

Jahayra Guzman-Rivas 

Abby Lacuesta  
Shan Lateef  
Maya Lennon 

Ethan Wills 

Attendees (Resource Teachers) Nicole Falgiano  
Della Gordon  

Bryan Harvey  
Marilyn McGrath  

  

Minutes 

Topic  Time  Meeting Outcomes  Minutes  

Call to Order  7:00 p.m.  Committee members introduced 

themselves. 

Ms. Epperson called the meeting to order at 

7:00. 

Minutes  7:05 p.m.  The January 2021 meeting minutes were 

approved. 

  

Dr. Buchheit moved to approve the 
minutes. Ms. Overton seconded the 
motion. The committee approved the 
January 2021 minutes. 

Citizen Comment  7:10 p.m.  The opportunity was offered for citizens 

comment.  

 There were no comments for citizen comment 

time. 

Senior Panel  7:15 p.m.  Seniors reflected on their experiences as 

gifted students in PWCS to provide 

See Panel Notes 

https://zoom.us/j/99630938248?pwd=ZjBpQTJDMTZWNU5vRmR3TGR3M1RuQT09


                             

                                   

committee members qualitative data for 

consideration in the annual report. 

Supervisor’s 

Update  

8:10 p.m.  Committee members were updated on 

school visits. 

On April 20th Parent committee member 

can attend the resource teacher advisory 

panel with the resource teachers from 

schools scheduled for school visits this 

year. The elementary teachers will attend 

from 7:00 to 7:30 and secondary from 

7:30 to 8:00. 

For the administrator interviews, Mrs. 

Bailey send questions for principals to 

respond to on an online form. 

Administrators also have the choice of 

completing the interview by phone.  

Adjourn  8:15 p.m.  Meeting adjourned  Ms. Hanshaw moved to adjourn the 
meeting. Ms. Payne second the motion. 
Ms. Epperson adjourned the meeting at 
8:26 p.m.  

Action Items                                     Action  

Action Item  Owner  Due 

Date  

Status  

 Resource Teacher Advisory Panel   4/20/21   Completed 

                                                                                                               Status:  New, Open, Deferred, and Completed     

  



                             

                                   

Student Panel Notes 

Students shared their school and what they learned during the pandemic. They were also asked to share:  
• A significant memory of gifted program  
• Their post-high school plans  

Student 1: Brentsville—The pandemic impacted their choice in career.  
• Memory: In 3rd grade; they did not know what Signet was about but they rode a bus to another school for 
services and enjoyed the experience meeting new people from different schools.  
• They will attend Sweet Briar College in the veterinary program. 

Student 2: Colgan—They discovered old interest that they reengaged in.  
• Memory: The option to study ASL as independent center was impactful.   
• They were accepted to Emerson and George Mason with plans to study creative writing.  

Student 3: Forest Park—The pandemic showed that they could be successful at online schooling.  
• Memory: They got to go to trailer for Signet and remember watching old VHS tapes of the space shuttle program 
which developed a love for aerospace engineering. 
• They were accepted to Longwood, CNU, and GMU and will probably attend CNU for the applied physics 
program.  

Student 4: Freedom—They discovered their desire for their future career.  
• Memory: They enjoyed playing card games and making friends in elementary Signet.  
• They are not sure about education but want to be self-employed and use IT skills to start business.  

Student 5: Gar-Field—They learn better by writing things down.  
• Memory: In 3rd grade, they went to a program at a different school and remember dissecting a brain.  
• They haven’t decided where to attend yet. They were accepted to a few schools and are trying to get 
scholarships with plans to double major in biomedical and aerospace engineering.  

Student 6: Hylton—They discovered an interest in environment. 
• Memory: They remember attending a different school and an activity where students wore costumes and 
danced to a song to learn the Greek alphabet.  
• Next year they will attend GMU to study nursing and medical administration. 

Student 7: Osbourn Park—They discovered a passion for social issues.  
• Memory: They remember studying how we interpret emotions…what does fear look like, what does joy look 
like…and seeing how different people interpret their emotions.  

Student 8: Patriot—They learned that despite being introverted, they value live interaction.  
• Memory: They remember learning interests outside of school.  
• They plan to major in English, and minor in sociology but have not decided which school.  

Student 9: Unity Reed—They discovered that they are not an organized virtual student.  
• Memory: They were not identified until high school but remember a seminar on what makes a man good versus 
evil. 
• They have not decided yet which college they will attend.  

Student 10: GS@IP—They found it is important to have a good support system.  
• Next year, they will major in environmental planning and policy.  

Student 11: Thomas Jefferson—learned to bake/cook  

• Memory: In 2nd grade, they remember the case of the broken fishbowl which taught them how to think critically. 
  

Question 1: How has gifted program/school helped you find your passion?  

Student 11—Learned they had a passion for public health and neuroscience through the Signet program. One of the 
centers had to do with epidemics. They were accepted to TJ and got to nurture that passion through research projects.  
Student 8—A love of English and story telling was discovered through pre-AP and AP classes which, taught them how to 
have fun dissecting elements. They also discovered an interest in theoretical science based on the Quantum Mechanics 
seminar. They also found a love of philosophy and theoretical side of science.  
Student 3—They went into the program for English but found a love for science, leading to taking physics junior year. It 
was an eye-opener and created a passion for physics. Music has been their passion since the age of 4. They learned to 
play piano and are now a drum major.  
Student 10—They always loved math and were in the most advanced math class. They would watch videos and do Khan 
Academy at home. They have a passion for art.  
Student 2—The passion for reading and creative writing was developed in pre-AP classes.  



                             

                                   

Student 1—They loved math and would do problems at home for fun. They have always loved math and reading. They 
also had an interest in space and participated in the VSCS program and space camp at Wallops Island.  
Student 5—They have many passions, but mainly math, biology, and music. They loved numbers and animals as a kid. In 
elementary signet, a center helped them embrace a passion for biology (horses center). The IB biology courses let her 
develop the passion. They started playing viola in strings in elementary.  
Question 1 Follow Up: How has your education supported or hindered passions?  

Student 11—Their passion was supported early in their high school career. They really wanted to conduct research and 
their passions were taken seriously at their school.  
Student 2—They felt supported by access to pre-AP and AP courses and the CFPA Creative Writing program  

Student 8—In gifted, they stressed the importance of learning for the sake of and love of learning.   
Question 2: How important are grades to you and how does the concept of grades affect your attitude in school?  

Student 1—Since middle school, they were very concerned about grades. They had to be A’s. Their mom taught them 
that as long as you do your best, your grade does not matter. However, they are constantly checking their grades. They 
retake items where they score a 91.  
Student 5—In middle school, grades pushed them to do better and be able to take advanced courses. Grades have a 
positive and negative effect. People can be concerned about grades more than learning, which can damage mental 
health.  
Student 10—In the first two years of high school, grades were more important than learning. They learned the 
seriousness of learning the material at GS@IP.  
Student 2—They do not care much about grades, but their parents do, which makes them care more. They are 
pessimistic about grades, which are a vehicle to complete the course versus learning the material in some classes. 
Outside of the core, it becomes more about the learning.  
Student 6—In middle school, teachers gave pressure about how important grades are in high school. This causes 
students to stress out. Focusing on grades, students don’t focus on the quality of their work and the emotion behind the 
work.  
Student 9—Junior year, they had a lot of trouble with IB Chemistry. Though a B is considered good, they were used to 
getting A’s. It helped them learn that her health comes before her grades.  
Student 3—In middle school, they cared about grades, but schoolwork was pretty easy. Freshman year, they had to take 
a final in English because they had a B. They learned to be OK with having a B instead of an A. They still learn things 
despite the B. Junior year, they took a math class and didn’t do well and learned it is about experience versus the 
grade.   
Student 4—It was a culture shock in elementary when they got a B. They learned from a teacher than sometimes grades 
are not all that matters. In middle school, they were able to do well despite not putting forth much effort because 
classes were not as challenging. This allowed them some leeway to think outside of the box.  
Question 3: Compare and contrast gifted to general education.   
Student 1—Instruction in the seminars different from regular courses. In regular classes, the goal is always notes, 
homework, and test. There is not much conversation or creative thinking. This year everyone is open in 
discussion (Thinking Skills).  
Student 3—They enjoy the opportunity to just talk in seminars without worries about grades or assignments. Everything 
in class is working toward a test. They wish core classes were more like seminar and GEMS.  
Student 9In Signet, there is no stress with grades. They were free to discuss ideas and there wasn’t pressure to stay on 
one topic.   
Student 8—The gifted curriculum is less rigid. Students are free to ask about ideas and share them in class. They can talk 
about current events. Curiosity in regular classes is shut down; if it’s not on the test, it does not matter. General 
education does not foster curiosity.   
Student 4—In core classes, the teacher is hindered by the curriculum. In gifted, you are not limited by the curriculum. In 
elementary, you can do whatever you wanted in centers. They sometimes felt stagnated because the teacher does not 
guide students along. In middle school, there were questions that fostered the motivation to learn. In centers and 
seminars they were not sure of the end goal.   
Question 4: What impact did the Governor’s School program have on you?  

Student 10—Classes were more suited to what they wanted to learn. They got to take human anatomy and 
microbiology. They liked the specificity of being able to focus on these topics. With math, they were able to go above 
and beyond calculus.  
Question 5: Based on your experience with the gifted program, what would you improve?  



                             

                                   

Student 10: They would not have known about the pre-GS@IP program or the GS@IP program if they did not know 
people who were in it. They would like to see more diversity in classes. The more advanced the classes are, the less 
diverse they are.   
Student 3: They want more opportunity for students to get information about the program. There were a lot of friends 
who have not had the opportunity to get into the program who would have benefitted from it. In 9th and 10th grade, 
there was an abundance of students who did not want to be there and brought down the discussion.   
Student 5: They would add Signet to the schedule (like the middle school). It would help if people at the school realized 
how important gifted services are to the students.  
Student 9: Mr. Craddock sought them out for identification. They would like more out-of-school learning activities like 
field trips or cross-school activities.  
Student 2: They would fix the bias against people in the gifted program. A lot of people think that gifted students think 
they are better. A lot of gifted students don’t want to be in the program, and just use it as a reason to get out of class. 
They recommend secondary testing or even survey to see if students want to remain in gifted.   
Student 8: They want more accessibility for everyone to the types of things happening in Signet. Many people would be 
interested in GEMs (or a philosophy class).  
Committee Questions  

What was your favorite activity to topic in HS or favorite field trip?  

Student 4—They talked about American Folklore stories: the contextuality of the characters and how the characters are 
changed by American culture.  
Student 2: They valued the letters they wrote to their senior self.  
Student 3: In 10th or 11th grade, they enjoyed discussing dimensions and the Flatland video. It turned into a discussion 
about time and space time and Einsteinian theories.  
Student 8: They loved the Flatland seminar. Seminar is less about the topics (they loved them all) and more about the 
discussion. There were only two students in the seminar discussing ethics and science. You never get the chance to have 
a one-on-one with another student and it was a great opportunity.   
Did you ever have to give up anything to participate in gifted services?  

Student 10: They were on the basketball team but realized it was too much on their plate. Quitting reduced stress and 
they continued playing for fun.  
Student 1: They had to miss orchestra to attend Signet. The teacher would try to get them to stay because they were 
1st chair.  
Student 3: In 4th grade, the teacher would hand the stack of work to kids when they came back from Signet. The teachers 
seemed to have a grudge against Signet. They were confused as to why the teacher did not support the program.   
Student 2: Teachers viewed it as an excuse to get out of schoolwork. Teachers have not allowed them to leave class.   
Student 1: They had to go to signet during lunch in high school because teachers put pressure on them.  
Student 3: Normally, Signet is during PE. They took PE over the summer, and it was difficult to miss class.  

 


